The theme of our third issue of 2014 is "Vulnerable Populations" and the special Guest Editor is Dr. Kim Collins. The goal of this issue was to address the unique considerations for both the investigation and autopsy in various groups who may be vulnerable or at risk for death for various reasons. When faced with a death of someone in such a population, it is helpful to keep these specific considerations in mind, to be sure that important issues are addressed during the investigation and subsequent autopsy.
We begin with a pair of papers addressing two distinct but overlapping sets of individuals: the elderly and the chronically disabled or institu-tionalized. We then explore the considerations of approaching maternal deaths associated with pregnancy and of sudden unexpected infant deaths. Individuals with seizure disorders can also be considered a vulnerable population, and we feature an article on this topic as well. We then continue with a manuscript describing the death investigation and autopsy of undocumented border crossers. Deaths occurring in jails or prisons present unique considerations, as do deaths occurring during apprehension by law enforcement, and we feature papers on these topics as well. Finally, we include an article on the special considerations applicable to investigating the deaths of athletes.
J. Keith Pinckard MD PhD
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We also feature other original articles and three "Case of the Month" papers.
The fourth issue of 2014 will be released on December 1; the theme will be "Forensic Pathology" and the special Guest Editor will be Dr. Gregory G. Davis (Alabama). The theme of this issue is intended to address a broad array of topics relevant to the field of forensic pathology and its practice.
But remember, only about half of each issue is devoted to the specific theme. It's really just a way to promote submission of articles on a particular topic. Manuscripts about any topic can (and should) be submitted at any time! As always, I will continue to encourage the readership to submit articles to the Journal. We depend on submissions from the readership-NAME members like you-to sustain our excellent content.
